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In 1969, Charles Duthie wrote a brief summary of Barth’s doctrine of
providence.” He consistently criticizes Barth for the incoherence of his claim that
God is fully transcendent and sovereign even as the human agent acts freely. Duthie
asks, ‘In his endeavour to do justice to the lordship of God, does [Barth] do less than
justice to human freedom and activity? '® Duthie reasons,

Barth does not take proper acount [sic] of what may be called the tensiond because
truly personal relationship between God and man. It is a relationship which by its
very nature gives to man the opportunlty either to co-operate or to resist. Hecan say
yes or he can say no to God."®

Duthi€'s use of ‘tensional’, ‘ co-operate’ and ‘resist’ al indicate an understanding of
the divine and human agents in competition or conflict. In such a framework of
conflict, Duthie concludes that Barth's emphasis on divine sovereignty must lead to
the conclusion that nothing is left for the human agent: genuine freedom is an
illusion. Duthie reasons that the human person is lost in Barth's doctrine of
providence %

Duthie's concluding remarks revea his own presuppositions and over-riding
concerns,

...we find it dissppointing because it does not correspond to what we tzke to be
reasoned and reasonable Christian apologetic. We find it too often to be full of
confident assertions which are not properly grounded.?!

This passage adds more criticisms. Barth's doctrine of providence does not fit
Duthie's presupposed conception of ‘reasoned and reasonable Christian apologetic.’
Essentially, Duthie claims Barth's doctrine of providence lacks rationality.?

Duthie further accuses Barth of expounding a truth which ‘is left suspended
in the air, unrelated to the life which we live on earth’.*® He reasons that unless God
can be brought into the causal nexus of our lives, there cannot be any rationa talk of
God's agency in the world. This philosophical critique challenges the pastoral value

' Charles Duthie, 'Providence in the Theology of Karl Barth,' in Providence ed. Maurice Wiles
(London: SPCK, 1969), 62ff.

' |bid., 73.

" |bid., 74.

2 Heﬂweil is more sympathetic to Bath but comes to the same basic conclusion: ‘ The proposition
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*

of providence. Such a doctrine cannot comfort a suffering Chrigtian. Ba.rth
consistently references the 1755 Lisbon earthquake as the experience whlc.h
destroyed older, more optimistic understandings of providence, lamenting their
pastora deficiency.” Therefore, the pastora value is important to Barth and the

critique would be devastating if valid.
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